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ISMIE Mutual’s Inaugural
Risk Management Symposium

2016 Board of Directors
Enrico Farinas, MD
Michael Herrmann, MD
Dennis Stanczyk, MD
Brett Winkeler, MD
Eldon Trame, MD
Diane Megahy, MD

2017 Board of Directors
Deborah McDermott, MD
Steven Morton, DO

ISMS Delegates
Deborah McDermott, MD
Eldon Trame, MD

| Features 10 industry thought leaders and health care innovators.
| Concurrent breakout sessions allow you to choose the topics most relevant to your needs.
| Insights and ideas on ways physicians can improve patient safety, quality and health IT —
and reduce burnout and diagnostic error.
| Eligible attendees may earn AMA PRA Category 1 Credits™.
| All ISMIE Mutual Insurance Co. policyholders are welcome to attend free of charge (a $499 value).
| ISMIE Associates (ISMS members and employed staff of policyholders) save $300 at registration.
| Other physicians, clinicians, practice administrators and risk managers also are invited to attend.

ISMS Alternate Delegate
Stephen Raben, MD

Space is Limited! Don’t Miss Out

Steven Morton, DO
Past President

Register Today

at www.ISMIErms.com

Ronald Johnson, MD
ISMS 6th District Trustee
Sam Stokes, MD
ISMS 8th District Trustee
Elaine Hoffmann
Executive Director

MCMS 2016 Officers
Ryan Diederich, MD
President
Deborah Bross, MD
Secretary/Treasurer

ISMS Delegate
Edward Ragsdale, MD

ISMS Alternate Delegate
Sadiq Mohyuddin, MD

ISMS Member Outreach
Cory McGee- Madison County
312.853.6525 Ext. 6526
Lindsey Krassel – St. Clair County
312.580.6493

Questions? Contact ISMIE Mutual’s Risk Management team at riskmanagement@ismie.com.

Follow us on

@ISMIEMutual, and join the conversation

at this year’s symposium using the hashtag #ISMIERMS2016.
16-2518-P © 2016 ISMIE Mutual Insurance Company

Have You Moved?
If you have relocated either your office or residence please
don’t forget to let the society office know. To make sure we
have your correct contact information, send it to us by e-mail at
stclairmed96@gmail.com or call the office at 618.379.5315.

Important Phone Numbers
St. Clair County Medical Society
618.397.5315
Illinois State Medical Society
800.782.4767
ISMIE Mutual Insurance Company
800.782.4767
Department of Financial Professional Regulations
Springfield IL. 217.785.0880 / Chicago 312.814.4500
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Revised medical cannabis certification
form now required by the state
Effective September 5, the Illinois
Department of Public Health (IDPH) will
no longer accept the old form used
by physicians to certify patients with
qualifying conditions for medical cannabis.
If you are unsure of which form to use, take
note that the new form is printed with the
date “7/16” at the bottom.
The new form was developed in
compliance with changes to Illinois’ medical
cannabis program. Changes include:
• Physicians no longer certify that
patients are “likely to receive therapeutic or
palliative benefit” from the use of medical
cannabis. They are still required to attest to
the establishment of a bona-fide physicianpatient relationship, the conduction of an
in-person physical exam, and completion
of an assessment of the patient’s medical
history.
• Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder now
qualifies as an eligible condition.
• Terminal illness, with a diagnosis of
six months or less to live, now qualifies
as a debilitating medical condition.
Please note a separate form and expedited
process is used for these patients. Unlike

other medical cannabis certifications, the
physician confirmation of diagnosis form
for terminally ill patients is included with
the patient’s application.
• A modified waiver, contained on
a separate form, is required for patients who
seek an exemption to the 2.5 ounces (every
two weeks) of medical cannabis allowed for
purchase under the program. Previously the
waiver language was included as an option

in the physician written certification form.
The IDPH website (http://www.dph.
illinois.gov/topics-services/preventionwellness/medical-cannabis) has details on
the certification process and a specific section
for physicians. ISMS’ medical legal
guideline on medical cannabis is now under
review by physician experts and is expected
to be released later this month.

Let TransFirst help you save with ‘card carrying’ patients

Whether they’re at the grocery store or
your office, patients expect to use their credit
or debit cards for payment. But did you know
that customizing your payment processing
can save your medical practice time and
money?
Stop getting pinched on those credit card
processing fees and let TransFirst, an ISMS
Benefit Partner, customize your practice’s

billing system.
Get started with a complimentary
analysis of your credit card payment costs.
With no set-up or early termination fees,
there’s nothing to lose.
Contact TransFirst today (www.
transfirstassociation.com/isms) and begin to
streamline your payment procedures.

Medicaid Announces
Coverage Changes in Illinois
for Hepatitis C Treatment

Illinois’
Medicaid
program
recently announced changes for coverage of

We want to hear from YOU

If you have a unique service or treatment that you offer in your
practice, we would like to highlight you in one of our newsletters. This
is a great opportunity for you to inform other practices about what you
do and the service you provide.
If you are interested, please submit an article that we will feature
in the SCCMS/MCMS Newsletter along with your photo on the front
cover. We will schedule a photo shoot if needed. Call today to reserve
your space.
Hope you like our new look!

Hep C treatment.
Patients on Medicaid with stage 3 liver
scarring will be eligible for access to newer,
disease-curing therapies. Previously, only
the sickest patients with stage 4 liver scarring
were able to access these drugs.
ISMS urges physicians to screen their
patients born between 1945 and 1965 for
Hepatitis C, consistent with the guidelines
set forth by the CDC and the U.S. Preventive
Services Task Force.
For more information and patient
resources, visit ISMS’ Hepatitis C webpage.
(www.isms.org )

The News Letter for the St. Clair County Medical Society and the Madison County
Medical Society is published monthly except during July and August. The society
does not assume responsibility for statements, content or opinions of authors, and
the opinions expressed are not necessarily those of the St. Clair County Medical
Society or the Madison County Medical Society, the editor, editor board, Board of
Directors or staff. Any article containing medical or legal information printed does
not constitute medical or legal advice. Readers should consult with their physician
or attorney for medial or legal advice.
Advertisements and Articles are accepted at the society office. All advertising
copy and submissions must be received by the 10th of the month prior the publication
month – e.g. January 10th for the February publication. To reserve space contact
Elaine Hoffmann at 618.397.5315.
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mission statements

Madison County
Medical Society

The mission of the Madison
County Medical Society is to be
an advocate for the physicians
of Madison County and for the
health and well-being of the
patients we serve.

St. Clair County
Medical Society

The St. Clair County Medical
Society acts as a liaison
between organized medicine
and the community,
representing its members
before county, city and state
officials. SCCMS promotes
quality medical service for the
citizens of St. Clair County.

Purpose

The purpose of this society shall
be to promote the science and
the art of medicine and the
betterment of public health.

Address

St. Clair/Madison County
Medical Society
6400 West Main Street Suite 3-L
Belleville, IL. 62223
Telephone: 618.397.5315
Email:stclairmed96@gmail.com
Website: stclairmed.com

Do we
have your
E-Mail
Address?
Do you have an e-mail address that
SCCMS/ MCMS doesn’t have on
file? If so, please let us know. We’ll
keep you informed about legislative
issues, society happenings, and
other organized medicine issues.
It’s a great way to communicate
so be sure you forward your e-mail
address to the society office at
stclairmed 96@gmail.com or fax
it to 618.397.1993 or write us at
SCCMS, 6400 West Main Street
Suite 3-L, Belleville, IL 62223.
Your e-mail address will be kept
confidential and will not be shared.

St. Clair County Medical Society –
Board of Directors Meeting Minutes
Medical Society Office – Thursday,
September 8, 2016
The Meeting was called to order at 6:20
p.m. by Dr. Stephen Raben.
Members present were – Dr. Stephen
Raben, Dr. Greg Holdener, Dr. Mathew
Hageman, Dr. Steven Morton, Dr. Diane
Megahy, Dr. Enrico Farinas and Dr. Stephen
Kappel.

A quorum was declared.

Business Meeting

The minutes from the July 28, 2016 board
meeting were reviewed. A motion was made
by Dr. Hageman and seconded by Dr. Kappel
to approve the minutes. The motion carried
See MINUTES, Page 7

Down syndrome awareness colors

Blue & Yellow
October
DOWN SYNDROME
Awareness
Month

October is Down Syndrome Awareness month. Down Syndrome
affects about 1 in 700 births in the United States. National Down
Syndrome Society observes Down Syndrome Month every
October as “a forum for dispelling stereotypes, providing
accurate information, and raising awareness of the potential
of individuals with Down syndrome.”
Down syndrome is by far the most common and best
known chromosomal disorder in humans and the most common
cause of intellectual disability.
It is characterized by mental retardation, dysmorphic facial
features, and other distinctive phenotypic traits. Down syndrome
is primarily caused by trisomy of chromosome 21; this is the most
common trisomy among live births. The term mongolism was once
commonly used but is now considered obsolete.
Like most diseases associated with chromosomal abnormalities,
trisomy 21 gives rise to multiple systemic complications as part of the
clinical syndrome. This chromosomal anomaly leads to both structural
and functional defects in patients with Down syndrome. However, not
all defects occur in each patient; there is a wide range of phenotypic
variation.
*Sources: From Medscape Reference, http://emedicine.medscape.
com/article/943216-overview
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Medical
Legal
Resources
ISMS Medical Legal Resources Index is a handy, searchable guide to more than 100 easyto-use legal documents, letters and forms from the Illinois State Medical Society (ISMS).
Whether you’re facing a long-term planning issue for your practice or an emergency that
calls for immediate legal guidance, this index is intended as a helpful first destination for
assistance. You may want to consult legal counsel for specific, detailed advice.
Each document is current as of July 1, 2016 and available at www.isms.org/MedLegal to
ISMS members and their practice management teams. A member logon is required. Practice
management professionals working for a member can email communications@isms.org to
request a login credential.
If you don’t see what you need, keep in mind that new topics are continually being added
to the list. If you require further clarification or have suggestions for new topics ISMS should
address, please contact the ISMS Legal Department at 800-782-4767 or email medicallegal@
isms.org.

DETECT IT.
CHECK IT.
Schedule Your
Skin Cancer
Screening
Through the gracious cooperation of
Alton Memorial Hospital, St. Anthony’s
Medical Center and Ahmed Plastic
Surgery, patients with concerns about
skin lesions can attend FREE monthly
skin cancer screenings.
Skin cancer screenings are held on
the 2nd Wednesday evening of each
month at Alton Memorial Hospital.
Reservations can be made by calling
(800) 392-0936.
St. Anthony’s Medical Center
screenings are generally on the 4th
Wednesday evening of each month.
Reservations can be made by calling
(618) 465-2264.
There is no cost to the patient
to attend the screening; however,
registration is required.

HIDEG FREE DELIVERY
n OSTOMY

n INCONTENENT

n DIABETIC

n WOUND CARE SUPPLIES & BANDAGES
n MASTECTOMY PROTHESIS
n WHEELCHAIRS

n CHAIRS

n STOCKINGS
n WALKERS

n BATHROOM AIDS n ORTHOPEDIC SUPPORTS
n MEDICARE, TRICARE, MEDICAID ACCEPTED
PHARMACY INC.
Since 1961

SURGICAL SUPPLIES
Don Johnston, RPh
Kris Johnson, RPh
Mike Day, Pharm D

618-398-4400
Monday-Friday 9-7 • Saturday 9-2
8601 W. Main St. • Belleville
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Like everyone else, our veterans
deserve quality health care
By Thomas M. Anderson,
MD, ISMS President

As a physician I am
concerned about all patients,
but as a U.S. Navy veteran,
I confess I am particularly
Anderson
interested in making sure all
those who have served get the
health care they need.
So when I read about a recent proposed
rule from the U.S. Department of Veterans
Affairs (VA), I did a double-take. In an
attempt to address exceedingly long wait
times within the VA health system, the
proposed rule would allow all four categories
of Advanced Practice Registered Nurses
(APRNs) to provide services without the
clinical oversight of a physician.
I can tell you this: Giving full practice
authority to APRNs will not increase the
quality of care for veterans. In fact, quite the
opposite. Vets would have reduced medical
benefits compared to anyone else seeking
health care. This is unacceptable – especially
for those men and women who have put their
lives on the line.
There’s no question that APRNs play a
key role on the health care team. However,
as you all know, an APRN is required to
have five to seven years of training and 500
to 1500 hours of patient care experience,
falling significantly short of the education
and training of physicians. Most veterans
are enduring serious medical challenges,
including traumatic brain injuries, which
require highly complex medical care. At
the end of the day, APRNS are just not a
substitute for physicians.
ISMS is strongly opposed to the VA’s
unprecedented move. After the VA published
its proposed rule at the end of May, ISMS
quickly urged the VA and Congress to
maintain APRN supervision requirements.
ISMS also joined other national specialty
and state medical societies to advocate that
the VA not move forward with its proposed
rule.
If the larger goal is to increase access to
care for veterans, why not allow them to see
physicians outside of the VA system? This
model works well for the TRICARE program
(formerly CHAMPUS), which covers military
service family members. While we recognize
the enormous pressure on the department to
reduce wait times throughout the VA health

system, removing physician supervision is
clearly not the answer. Team-based health
care must be physician-led.
The four categories of APRNs that would
be affected by the VA’s proposed rule
include Certified Nurse Practitioner (CNP);
Certified Registered Nurse Anesthetist
(CRNA); Clinical Nurse Specialist (CNS);
and Certified Nurse-Midwife (CNM).
Of particular concern is that physicianled anesthesia care could be jeopardized in
surgical settings. Physician anesthesiologists
serve a critical role in providing safe
anesthesia care, especially in cases of VA
patients who often pose a heightened risk
of complications during surgery. The teambased model of care ensures that patients will
have access to a physician anesthesiologist if
an emergency or complication occurs.
APRNs working outside of VA facilities
would remain subject to state or local laws
pertaining to APRN scope of practice. Illinois
requires physician involvement for nurse

practitioners to diagnose, treat and prescribe.
Doctors play an integral and invaluable
role on the health care team. The VA must
reverse the course of its dangerous proposal.
Every veteran deserves the highest standard
of care for the sacrifices they made for our
country.
I look forward to hearing from you. During
my term, I can be reached at DrAnderson@
isms.org.
For more on the role of APRNs, access
ISMS’ medical legal guideline at www.isms.
org Advanced Practice Nurses’ Authority to
Diagnose and Prescribe.
This ISMS medical legal guideline is
password protected. If you need to request
a username and password, contact online
support at 888-476-7776 or onlinehelp@
isms.org between 8:30 a.m. and 4:45 p.m.
After-hours requests are answered promptly
the next business day. You may also register
online or retrieve your username or
password.

sccms/mcms OcTOBER 2016

7

Breast cancer
awareness
color

Your Vote
is Needed!

Breast cancer
awareness
month

Pink
October

October is Breast Cancer Awareness Month. Breast cancer affects one in eight
women during their lives. Breast cancer is the most common form of cancer among
American women. Awareness Depot donates a percentage of this sale to the Susan
G. Komen Foundation to help fight breast cancer. You can show your support by
displaying breast cancer awareness product such as pink ribbon pin, pink awareness
bracelets etc...
A pink ribbon is the most prominent symbol of breast cancer awareness. Pink
ribbons, which can be made inexpensively, are sometimes sold as fundraisers.
The pink ribbon is associated with individual generosity, faith in scientific
progress, and a “can-do” attitude. It encourages consumers to focus on the emotionally
appealing ultimate vision of a cure for breast cancer, rather than on the fraught path
between current knowledge and any future cures.
During Breast Cancer Awareness Month each October, people raise money by
organizing activities such as theme parties or a “pink day” (when employees wear
pink clothing or accessories) at work. The money raised is donated to the organizers’
choice of breast cancer care or research programs.
*Sources: From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia

MINUTES

FROM PAGE 4

with no dissenting votes.
Dr. Hageman presented the treasurer’s
report for August 2016. A motion was
made by Dr. Holdener and seconded by Dr.
Megahy to approve the treasurer’s report.
The motion carried with no dissenting votes.
Members discussed the medical society’s
election of officers and Board Members for
2017 and 2018.
The nominating committee reviewed the
slate of candidates for the 2017 Officers and
for Board Members for 2017 and 2018.
Dr. Raben read the nominations for the
2017 Officers and Board Members.
President; Dr. Gregory Holdener,
Secretary/Treasurer; Dr. Mathew Hageman,
News Letter Editor; Dr. Stephen Kappel.
Board of Directors for 2017- Dr. Deborah

McDermott, Dr. Steven Morton, Dr. Stephen
Raben, Dr. Dennis Stanczyk and Dr. Eldon
Tame.
Board of Directors for 2018- Dr. Enrico
Farinas and Dr. Diane Megahy.
Dr. Raben stated there are several open
positons on the 2018 Board as well as the
position of President –elect. Members
offered names several members that might
be interested. Elaine stated she would
contact the members.
The Board approved the slate of
candidates. Dr. Raben stated that the election
would be held at the October 13th meeting.
Dr. Holdener and members reviewed the
idea of finding a new office location. No
decision was made.
Being no further business the meeting
was adjourned at 7:30 p.m.
Respectfully Submitted,
By: Dr. Mathew Hageman, Secretary

SCCMS to Hold Election
of Officers for 2017 and
2018 Board Members

The St. Clair County Medical Society
will hold their election of Officers and
Board Members at the October 13, 2016
General Membership Meeting. We have
several open positions on the 2018
Board as well as the position of Presidentelect. If you would like more information
or are interested in serving in any of the
positions please contact the society office
at 397-5315.

Meetings
&Events
St. Clair County Medical Society
General Membership Meeting –
Thursday, October 13, 2016
Bella Milano – O’Fallon, IL.
Registration 6:30 p.m. – Meeting
7:00p.m.

Madison County Medical Society
Membership Meeting – Thursday,
October 13, 2016
Bella Milano – Edwardsville, IL.
Registration 6:30 p.m. – Meeting
7:00p.m.
Rodeo Luncheon
Retired ‘Ole Doctors Eating Out
Tuesday, November 1, 2016 12:00
p.m
Fischer’s Restaurant, Belleville
Southern Illinois Medical
Association Meeting
Thursday, November 10, 2016 Springfield, IL.
Further information forthcoming
SAVE THE DATE
St. Clair County Medical Society
President’s Dinner
St. Clair County Club
Saturday, February 7, 2017

8

sccms/MCMs OCTOBER 2016

Another year,
another triumph.

ISMIE.

When it comes to providing the best value in medical liability coverage for your practice,
ISMIE consistently wins the gold. Our policyholders expect a lot from their medical liability
insurance company: flexible coverage, proactive claims strategies, excellent service, and hands on
risk management. They know they can always depend on ISMIE to meet the gold standard
and finish well ahead of the competition.
Protecting the practice of medicine since 1976.

If you want to experience ISMIE’s gold standard, contact our professional
underwriting staff at 800-782-4767, ext. 3350 or e-mail us at
underwriting@ismie.com. Visit our website at www.ismie.com.
© 2016 ISMIE Mutual Insurance Company
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